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SUBJECT: ALLEGED BUZZING OF HELICOPTER CARRYING BANZER AND 
TORRIJOS 
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PANAMA 5389 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR JULY 27 NOON 
PRESS BRIEFING AND TELEPHONED TO YOU REF A: 

BEGIN QUOTE Q: THERE IS A REPORT THAT THE PANAMANIANS HAVE 
COMPLAINED THAT U.S. PLANES BUZZED A PANAMANIAN HELICOPTER 
CARRYING BOLIVIAN PRESIDENT BANZER AND PANAMANIAN CHIEF 
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OF GOVERNMENT TORRIJOS. CAN YOU CONFIRM THAT AND TELL US 
WHAT HAPPENED? 

A: AT THIS TIME WE ARE NOT AWARE OF ALL OF THE FACTS WITH 
REGARD TO THIS INCIDENT. WE UNDERSTAND THAT PANAMANIAN 
AND U.S. MILITARY AUTHORITIES IN PANAMA CONFERRED THIS 
MORNING ABOUT THE INCIDENT REPORTED TO HAVE OCCURRED YESTER- 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


DAY. 

FOR DETAILS, I REFER YOU TO THE FAA AND THE DEPARTMENT OF 
DEFENSE. HOWEVER. OUR EMBASSY HAS REPORTED THAT COMPLETE 
FAA LOGS ARE AVAILABLE OF THE CONVERSATION WITH THE HELI- 
COPTER AND THE U.S. PLANES ALLEGEDLY INVOLVED, AND IT IS 
OUR CLEAR UNDERSTANDING THAT NO DANGER TO THE HELICOPTER 
WAS EVER POSED BY AMERICAN AIRCRAFT. 

WE, OF COURSE, REGRET ANY MISUNDERSTANDINGS THAT MAY HAVE 
LED TO THIS INCIDENT. END QUOTE 

2. SUBJECT DID NOT COME UP AT BRIEFING, BUT GUIDANCE WAS 
USED IN RESPONDING TO SUBSEQUENT TELEPHONE INQUIRIES FROM 
WIRE SERVICES. 

3. REF B, WHICH CONTAINS ADDITIONAL DATA ON INCIDENTS, 

BEING REPEATED TO YOU FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 

4. THE FOLLOWING IS THE PRESS GUIDANCE WE HAVE PREPARED 
FOR TODAY'S NOON BRIEFING. PLEASE FEEL FREE TO USE IT AS 
NEEDED. 

BEGIN QUOTE Q: HAS THERE BEEN ANY COMPLAINT FILED BY THE 
PANAMANIAN GOVERNMENT OVER THE INCIDENT INVOLVING THE 
HELICOPTER CARRYING GENERAL TORRIJOS AND BOLIVIAN PRESIDENT 
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BANZER? 

A: WE HAVE RECEIVED NO COMPLAINT. IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING 
THAT REPRESENTATIVES OF THE U.S. AIR FORCE, THE PANAMANIAN 
AIR FORCE AND THE FAA MET YESTERDAY AND DETERMINED THAT NO 
DANGER TO THE HELICOPTER WAS EVER POSED BY U.S. AIRCRAFT. 

I FURTHER UNDERSTAND THAT THE FAA HAS TAPES OF THE GROUND- 
TO-AIR CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE CONTROL TOWER AND THE 
AIRCRAFT AND THAT THESE DO NOT INDICATE ANY PROBLEM. FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION ON THIS SUBJECT I REFER YOU TO THE 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AND THE FAA. END QUOTE VANCE 
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